Reading Captions and Sentences

Once your child can sound out and blend individual words they can begin to read short captions, beginning with just 3 words such as – pat a dog or a sad man.

You could use this Phase 2 Picture and Caption Matching resource.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Choose a caption and then ask your child to sound out and blend each word individually, pointing to each word as they read. They then need to hold the caption in their head and try to re read it without sounding out the words. We call this smooth reading. This helps to develop understanding of what they have read. 
Begin with the shorter captions and then gradually attempt those with more words. Remember that it is important to re read captions and sentences as this helps to build up fluency.

Look out for ‘tricky words’ which your child should recognize and say without sounding out.
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