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The Writers Toolbox

By setting up a “Writers Toolbox” you and your child will have lots of materials to do writing activities together.

Here are some examples of things you could put in your Toolbox.

· Different coloured paper and card including unused bits of textured wallpapers.

· Shaped paper-cut out an apple shape or a house.

· Small books.

· Things to make your own books such as tape, hole punch, small stapler, (to be used with you) glue and safety scissors.

· Pencils, chalks, gel pens, felt tips, wax and pencil crayons.

· Envelopes.

· Old birthday cards.

· Blank forms from the Post Office.
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· Postcards.

· Old stamps  
· Alphabet line.
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Let them see that writing is part of everyday life.  Write a shopping list or birthday cards and explain what you are doing.  Let them have a go.





Encourage your child to tell you about their “writing.”  What would they like their writing to say?  





It’s important for children to have a go and not simply copy all the time.





Don’t expect too much too soon.  Children will move through the stages of writing in their own time. 





We split the letters of the alphabet into 4 sets for writing:


Ladder Letters:


l, i, t, u, y, j, w 


Caterpillar letters


c, o, a, d, g, q, s, e, f


One armed robot letters:


r, n, m, p, h, b k  


Zig Zag letters: 


 v, x, z                                      











Children need to develop their physical skills before they can write.  Big movements come first before children get control of smaller movements.  Jumping, skipping, hopping, spinning, riding a bike or scooter, running and walking are all good.


Jigsaws, threading, dough play, cutting, joining lego etc all develop smaller movements.





Writing isn’t always pencil on paper - chalking and using water and paintbrushes outside develops the same skills.





When children pick up a pencil encourage them to hold it the correct way. Using a tripod grip





This leaflet aims to help you when supporting your child with writing at home.


We hope you find the information and ideas useful.

















