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Blending to Read Words

In order to blend to read words your child will need to say each sound in the word in the correct order then blend the sounds together to hear the word. This is so much harder than hearing someone else sound out a word and it can take a little practise to master.

You could use the pictures in this Phase 2 Word and Picture Domino resource to play games. Cut up the dominoes to separate the words and pictures.

Put out 2 pictures and give your child a word card which matches one of the pictures. Ask them to sound out and then blend the sounds to hear the word and select the correct picture.
If your child struggles ask them to say the sounds again, gradually saying then more quickly until they can hear the word. Make sure your child points to each sound as they say it and remember they do not have to use the actions when blending to read.

The next step is to be able to sound out and blend words without the picture clues to help.
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